
Filed on behalf of the Applicant

Name:

Dated:

Case Number:

IN THE (insert name of court) FAMILY PROCEEDINGS COURT

IN THE MATTER OF THE CHILDREN ACT 1989
THE CHILD IS:  CHILD'S FULL NAME   (insert name of child(ren) DATE OF BIRTH: and d.o.b.)
           FIRST STATEMENT OF (GIVE YOUR FULL NAME IN UPPER CASE) 

CAUTION.

Publication of information relating to proceedings brought under the Children Act 1989 could be contempt of Court which is punishable by imprisonment – Administration of Justice Act 1960 (as amended)

The information contained in this Statement is confidential to the Court, the parties to these proceedings, their legal advisers and any Children’s Guardian appointed by the Court. The contents must not be disclosed to anyone without the Courts permission.

1. PERSONAL DETAILS

I am (name) of (office address). I am employed by the Applicant as (give job title) and I have (insert qualifications) qualifications and (state no of years) years experience of working with children and their families.

2. SOURCES OF INFORMATION

I make this statement from the Social Care case records held by the Local Authority in respect of (insert child(rens) names) and from my own involvement with this case as (insert role in the case) for (insert period of time involved) length of involvement.

3. FAMILY PROFILE

SUBJECT CHILD:  (insert child(ren) subject of the proceedings name, d.o.b. and address, unless confidential)Name, date of birth, address
MOTHER AND FATHER names, dates of birth, addresses, marital status and whether father has parental responsibility(insert names and dobs of the parents and addresses)
SIBLINGS (give name, d.o.b. Name, date of birth, addressfor any siblings not the subject of the proceedings and address, unless confidential or state whether they have been adopted.names, dates of birth and addresses
IMPORTANT OTHERS  This may include grandparents, other extended family members or partners of the parents if not together. 

           I attach a genogram. 

4. BACKGROUND

I refer to the social work chronology in which the background to this application is set out in full.

5. IMMEDIATE EVENTS LEADING TO CARE PROCEEDINGS

Say in a few sentences why the Local Authority has now come to the point of issuing care proceedings.

6. THE WELFARE CHECKLIST

Describe each child in turn
(a) the ascertainable wishes and feelings of the child/children concerned (consider in the light of his/her/their age and understanding);

Please state the views of the child or if they are too young state what a child of that age should expect 

(b) his/her/their physical, emotional and educational needs;

Any physical needs including housing, warmth and need for regular food and bedtime routines; any health and physical disability needs; any emotional and therapeutic needs; any educational needs. Describe any assessment processes and how these have helped to identify these needs.

(c) the likely affect on him/her/them of any change in circumstance;

Please state the affect of change i.e. if the children were to be removed into foster care or removed from their current placement and returned to their parents.

(d) his/her/their age, sex, background and any characteristics of his/hers/theirs which the Court considers relevant;

Paint a pen picture including age, gender, cultural background, any religious beliefs, and any characteristics such as particular strengths or vulnerabilities.Include ethnicity, language, religion, culture, gender, any disabilities, development delay, vulnerability as well as positive attributes of the child 
(e) any harm which (s)he/they/has/have suffered or is/are at risk of suffering;

In this section you need to refer to legal advice about concerns and say what harm the children have suffered / are at risk of suffering. What is the evidence for this? What background incidents and circumstances are particularly relevant to the grounds and reasons for making the application? Are there any emergency steps and previous court orders that are relevant?
(f) how capable each of his/her/their parents and any other person in relation to whom the Court considers the question to be relevant, is of meeting his/her/their needs;

Please address in turn the mother, the father and anyone else who has a significant relationship with the child, either as a carer or for contact, both short term and or long term. Describe any referral and assessment processes and any information which these have provided about their capability.

(g) the range of powers available to the Court under this Act in the proceedings in question.

No Order

Would it be better for the children to be made the subject of an order or no order? 

A Section 8 Order

Would a Residence Order, Contact Order, Prohibited Steps Order or Specific Issue Order be sufficient to protect the welfare of the children? 

[Interim] Supervision Order

A Supervision Order allows to you advise, assist and befriend while the parents retain full parental responsibility. State whether this is sufficient in this case. 

[Interim] Care Order

A(n interim) Care Order allows the Local Authority to share parental responsibility with the parents and to direct the care of the children including to direct where they will live . 

7. CONCLUSION 

Pull everything together and state why the order you are applying for is the most appropriate in this case.
8. RECOMMENDATION

Give recommendations as to the way forward.
9. I believe this statement to be true and I understand that it may be placed in evidence before a court.

Signed………………………

Dated………………………..
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